Phonetic Sounds

Phonetic transcriptions tell us about the actual pronunciation of words. Phonetics is the study of speech sounds. In 1888 the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) was invented.

Single vowels
	ɪ
	i:
	ʊ
	u:

	ship
	sheep
	book
	shoot

	e
	ɜ:
	ə
	ɔ:

	left
	her
	teacher
	door

	æ
	ʌ
	ɒ
	ɑ:

	hat
	up
	on
	far





Diphthongs
	eɪ
	ɔɪ
	aɪ

	wait
	coin
	like

	eə
	ɪə
	ʊə

	hair
	here
	tourist

	əʊ
	aʊ
	

	show
	mouth
	 















	
Unvoiced consonants


	p
	f
	θ
	t
	s
	ʃ
	ʧ
	k

	pea
	free
	thing
	tree
	see
	sheep
	cheese
	coin

	
Voiced consonants


	b
	v
	ð
	d
	z
	ʒ
	ʤ
	g

	boat
	video
	this
	dog
	zoo
	television
	joke
	go

	m
	n
	ŋ
	h
	w
	l
	r
	j

	mouse
	now
	thing
	hope
	we
	love
	run
	you















